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STATEHIGHSCHOO, INTRODUCTION

)

WELCOME TO MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL

The provision of an excellent schooling experiefarestudents in the twenty first century requires a
multi-faceted and flexible approach. Our socistgharacterised by rapid economic change, cultural
diversity, pervasive growth in information and coomcation technology and an increasingly
competitive labour market.

Our school curriculum has been planned taking aticofi these changes, and incorporates the
following principles:

Teaching strategies and curriculum should focuthemmaturity levels of students. The learning
and development needs of middle school studentar(8e& 9) are different to those of senior

school students (Years 10, 11 & 12).

Students exit Mountain Creek State High School witlworthwhile’ secondary education that

prepares them for further education and traininfythtime employment.

A target pass rate of 87% for student performanclat is, 87% of students are expected to
achieve a minimum of a C standard in all of thgetth they study.

A Whole School Approach to Effective Learning angla¢hing, which incorporates a Literacy

Strategy and an Information and Communication Sgyat

Achievement of a minimum standard for promotione(pguisites) from one year level to the

next with provisions to achieve minimum standards.

At Mountain Creek, it is recognised that our studemquire not only a meaningful and relevant
curriculum but also a cleverly designed schoolditme that better integrates the key element of
good pedagogical practice with a pastoral care dwonk that best supports young people in a
rapidly changing world. Our split-shift timetab&lows us to operate a ‘Senior School and a
‘Middle School’, enabling us to focus programs dedching styles very sharply on the maturity
level of our students. At the same time, the shimsls improve student learning through the
promotion of positive student-teacher relationships

This Curriculum Booklet has been designed to agsasénts and students in understanding the
subjects studied throughout Year 8. In the latet paYear 8, students will begin the process of
choosing subjects for Year 9 that will slowly begmsuit individual aspirations and future needs.
Hence, utilise the fact that Year 8 is an oppotiuto experience all subjects and determine which
you would like to continue to learn more about.

Yours sincerely

Nicole Haxton
Head of Middle School



THE MYTH OF THE CREEKER

It was 1994 and the old Mooloolaba Airport was getiransformed. There was great excitement
as a new high school was to be built to educatétimelreds of teenagers who now populated this
once quiet, peaceful and previously undiscoveregi¢al paradise that was now Glenfields and
Mountain Creek.

But not everyone was pleased. The new school whsilioon the banks of Mountain Creek, once
a vibrant free-flowing stream originating in the stern slopes of Buderim Mountain but now
reduced to a mere trickle as canal developmentmattaaway its energy and vitality. Its
inhabitants were the kangaroos and wallabies theahed the vast expanses that were now being
transformed into the school grounds and the duokisggese who every year reared their young
away from the dangers of roving domestic dogs ana tats.

And there were others who had escaped from thesct#wapacious developers in other parts
who had made their homes beside the creek. Theseawsear who had fled north from Bribie
Island and a large shark who had narrowly avoidgotwre off Moreton Island. There was a
mysterious tiger who had somehow made it to thenlaad from Stradbroke Island and a
majestic falcon who had emigrated south from tleegiasing bustle that was now Fraser Island.

They had all sought refuge on the banks of Moun@reek after hearing tales of the mythical
creature reputed to live there. Although no-one &l seen him it was rumoured that he was a
reclusive and shy being who had lived for decadethé dim and dark forest surrounding the
lower reaches of Mountain Creek. Kindly and gertthe, Creeker (as he was called) was said to
be the guardian of the creek - a warm, friendly eolgenial fellow who protected all who came
to seek safety in his creek-side haven.

As time passed the school grew. While the wallalaied kangaroos, the ducks and the geese
withdrew further into the forest, the bear, thecdal, the shark and the tiger found new friends
among the young people who now came to school @éaghSo friendly were they, that they came

to be accepted as mascots for different parts efsithool and made appearances at school
sporting events to urge on students in their teames.

But still no-one had ever seen The Creeker.

But then it was that the student leaders, realitiegfragile beauty of the creek, built a special
place for the forest creatures. They called theceph place the Millennium Woods. And it was
here one day that they were overheard talking. These bemoaning the fact that they were
leaderless and needed a symbol not only of couaadgeperseverance but also of kindness and
tolerance to give them direction. They needed someo show the way, not just for part of the
school, but for the whole school.

Hearing this, the bear and the falcon, the shaxk the tiger relayed the tale of the elusive
Creeker-the shy and reclusive protector of thoseerd.

So it was, that they gathered in the forest toctetor the Creeker - they to find a leader, and the
creeker to find new friends to protect and a newilfato love.



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS

Dear Parents/Guardians
. . _ RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
The information that you are about to read in th
Curriculum Booklet will assist you in understanditing
subjects your student will study throughout Year 8.

SCHEME (RMS)

Once your enrolment is finalised, you will be reqdito

make a financial commitment to ensure your studentThe Principal of Mountain Creek State High School

equipped to commence school in 2010. operates a Resource Management Scheme to reduce the
cost of textbooks and other learning resource rnadgefor

Financial commitments will include stationery iterasd parents.

may also include joining the Resource Management

Scheme. This is a service offered by this school and is eibrimg
that neither the school nor the Principal is reggiito do.

After reading the below information, please refer t

complete and submit to the school, the A3 colour@dhere are many schools that do not offer suchacgeand

Financial Commitments document located in thgarents are forced to carry the full cost of pusihg all

enrolment package. learning materials.

Kind regards Mountain Creek State High School High School presia
Textbook and Resource Management Scheme to:

Greg Peach

Principal - minimise the costs to parents of providing texttsok

and other resource materials for their childrem} an
STATIONERY ITEMS - ensure that an adequate bank of resources is lalesita
ensure a good quality education for all students.

These will need to be purchased by individual . . .
students/parents/guardians. It is clear that there are very distinct savingsbéo made

from joining the Schemedfer to non-participation section

Please refer to the Year 8 Stationery List for flétails. °VEr Page).

Generally, items including the following will ne¢d be . . .
purchasgd.l Inclucing wing wi The Scheme is organised by the school, but is eearby

the School Finance Committee. The Finance Committee
chaired by the Principal and has parent and teacher
representatives. The Scheme is a cooperative haidises
money received from parents. It receives no fundshfthe
Education Department or from the Queensland
Government.

Paper on which to write e.g. Exercise books.

Graph paper.

Calculators and drawing equipment.

This Scheme does not provide any funds for the riegire
Protective clothing where required. and Citizens’ Association and is entirelpluntary and
parents are under no obligation to join.
Display folders, binders, refills and inserts.
Parents wishing to take advantage of the servioeaged

. ) ) ) by the Schemepay an annual joining feeandsign the
BII’OS, penCIls and other Sta“onery Items. form agreeing to the conditions therein.



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SCHEME Education Tax Refund nor does it offer personal tax
BENEEITS advice. As such, members of the public need tdk see

The RMS provides $300 worth of value for particifsan independent profess_ional tax ?‘?'V.‘C.e through a"i“@d
If you are eligible to claim for the Education TReturn tax agent to Qeterm|ne any eligibility for the éetnent
through the Australian Taxation Office, you need {§ the Education Tax Refund.

know that not all of the $300 RMS is claimable.

such, the provisions of the RMS have been split i AI?/Iore information about the Education Tax Refund can

also be found by contacting the ATO (Ph: 132861 or

categories: . . o
website: www.educationtaxrefund.gov.puto assist in
Education Expense you camglaim ;Jletﬁrmér&mg f_my _[I?otelgtlft;\l eligibility for and eiginent
through ETR (if eligible) 0 the Education Tax Return.

All prescribed textbooks for each subjert
(repaired and replaced)

Reproduced class materials which POLICY AND GUIDELINES

complement and/or substitute for

textbooks The Textbook & Resource Management Scheme at this
Other student reference books School operates under the policy and guidelines of
Student Diaries Education Queensland.

Computer disks

Additional computer software
Photocopying costs (classroom materials GOVERNMENT TEXTBOOK
and workbooks) $220 ALLOWANCE SCHEME
Access to and use of the Internet for
research and provision to computer based

programs outside class time class time Education Queensland actively encourages schools to

provide Textbook and Resource Schemes in an dffort
limit costs to parents. This allows books and malketo
be purchased early and discounts to be securealjgthr
early payment and bulk ordering.

Education Expense you cannotlaim
through ETR (if eligible)
Student Identification Card

Creeker and Horizon Magazines To this end, schools, with the approval of theirdpgs’
Cost of transport for curriculum related and Citizens’ Association, may elect to receiveiraa
excursions and interschool sport $80 bulk payment equivalent to the total of Text & Res®
School cap (upon enrolment) Allowances for all students (see Contributions over
Audio and video tapes page).

Minor equipment Our Parents’ and Citizens’ Association has curgentl
Materials for subjects where the approved direct payment of all text & resource
instruction is extended through providing allowances to the School in bulk.

practical learning experiences in excess .

of materials provided by school grants All students are eligible for the text & resource

allowance,_excluding

TOTAL RMS $300 Students enrolled as full fee paying overseas
students (FFOS)

Claimants are expected to retain receipts for the Students enrolled in a Centre for Continuing

purchases of items for which they intend to clatme t Secondary Education (CCSE)

ETR. In line with individual income tax return  Students undertaking part time distance education
guidelines, records must be kept for five yearsraft  from a non-state school accredited for distance
making the claim. education: and

Students enrolled AFTER the first Friday in August.
The Queensland Department of Education and Training
apportions the cost of the eligible expenses inosthAny student transferring after the end of Februaoyn
fees for the purposes of the Tax Laws Amendmesty Queensland secondary school (state or nor)-state
(Education Refund) Act 2008, and has taken due ca/il be expected to carry a pro rata refund of TR&m
and diligence in apportioning the cost of eligibleheir original school to the new school.
expenses. However, the Department does not aaogpt
responsibility for claims by an individual for the



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS

FEES (the amount you pay) NON-PARTICIPATION OF THE SCHEME

The subsidy for a student eligible for text & resource Should parents/guardians decide not to participatae
allowance, has been taken into consideration, and &sheme, they must complete the relevant RMS section
such, has reduced the total amount parents cotdribu on the A3 coloured Financial Commitment sheet i th
the 2010 Resource Management Scheme (RMS). Evenyolment package. The School will then provide:

effort has been made to contain costs to parentstwh

ensuring that adequate resources are availabkidfdent .

A refund cheque of the Government Textbook and

use.

2010 Resource Management Scheme
Fee

Year 8 = $300.00

y

The average cost of textbooks is currently $60.0%
(approx) each, with some costing up to $100.00. An
effort has been made to cull “out of date” textd an
purchase replacements for 2010 wherever possible.

Resource Allowance:

Year 8 student: $95.00

A comprehensive list of all items that are
covered under the Resource Management
Scheme, applicable to their student.

In 2009 the cost to parents of
providing all learning materials was

approximately:

Year 8 student: $887

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The Scheme represents excellent value and provigegents/guardians of non-participating RMS students
substantial savings to parents of students in eliry must provide the following, before their student’s

levels. Payments can be maddg the student
administration office by cash, cheque, EFTPOS or
credit card. If paying by cash, the correct moneyld
be appreciated.

Anyone experiencing financial difficulties may take
advantage of paying their fees by instalments.

In addition to this option, Centrepay is a freeedirbill
paying service available to parents who receive any
Centrelink payment. (e.g. Family/Parenting payments
Abstudy, Newstart/Employment Services and Disaphilit
Sickness and Carer Services). Centrepay can midat d
payments to Mountain Creek State High School to pa
for school fees. Should you wish to take advantaige
this service, please contact Student Administraton
5457 8308.

enrolment for 2010 will be processed:
Purchase all textbooks and reference texts.

Pay for all other RMS items that would normally be
covered by the scheme. A Tax Invoice will be
issued in student’'s name.

administration office

Contact the school

5478 8333 to make an appointment with the
Principal should you have any questions regarding
the above.

USER PAY SUBJECTS FOR

EXCELLENCE PROGRAMS

Full payment of your fees should be finalised beftire Excellence programs require students to use mhteda
first day of school in 2010. fulfil assessment requirements. For example iratre
Industries Art students produce paintings. Theegpts
become the personal property of students. Theestg)j
fees, called “User Pay Fees” are pad by
parents/guardians to cover costs of material used i
producing those items.

Anyone who joins the scheme but fails to pay the fu
fee may be excluded from the scheme.



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL

STATIONERY LIST - YEAR 8

STATIONERY LIST:

GENERAL ITEMS:

A homework diary will be provided to all students at the beginning of the year.
Students are required to bring the diary to school everyday.

Pens - Blue, Red (at least 2 of each)

Lead Pencils (at least 2 HB and 1 2B)

Coloured Pencils ( 1 Packet of 12)

Highlighter Pen

Eraser, Ruler (at least 30 cm not metal) Scissors, Sharpener, Glue.

NOT ALLOWED: METAL RULERS; “WHITE OUT”/ “CORRECTION FLUID, NIKK O PERMANENT
MARKERS - 5 SUBJECT BOOKS

SUBJECT: REQUIREMENTS:

ENGLISH A 4 Ring Binder A4 Binder Book - 128 page

A4 Plastic Sleeves
A4 Macquarie Binder Thesaurus (optional)

MATHEMATICS
(Middle & Focus)

1x A4 Binder Book - 128 page
Protractor

Scientific Calculator (Sharp)
Ruler

MATHEMATICS
(Zenith)

2x A4 Binder Book - 128 page
Protractor

Scientific Calculator (Sharp)
Ruler

SCIENCE

A4 Binder Book - 128 page A4 Graph Pad - 25page 1mm
A4 Binder Book - 64 page 2x 2H Pencils
(please do not use a 5 subject book for Science)

SOCIAL SCIENCE

A4 Binder Book - 128 page A4 Plastic Sleeves (5)

HEALTH & )

PHYSICAL A4 Binder Book - 128 page

EDUCATION

VISUAL ART 2B and 4B Pencil Fine point black pen (e.g. Artline 0.4)
1x A4 Plastic Sleeve 1x Visual Diary A4 - 120 page
Apron

CREATIVE )

INDUSTRIES — 1x Visual Journal — 120 page

Drama, Visual Art,
Music, Dance

PERFORMING ARTS

Music Exercise Book — Feint & Stave — 96 page

Instrumental Music
Students Only

1x HB pencil
Eraser

1x Manuscript Book

LOTE 2x Binder Book - 128 page 1x Grid Book (10mm squares) - 48 page
(Japanese Only)
Full length Apron (No Pockets) 1x A4 Graph Pad (1mm) - 25 page
PRODUCTION Pencils — 2H, 4H 1x A4 Binder Book - 64 page
DESIGN Hair Tie for long hair/Hair Net A4 Plastic Sleeves
TECHNOLOGY

HOME ECONOMICS

2 Tea Towels 1 Hand Towel

Hair Tie for long hair/Hair Net 1 x A4 Binder Book — 64 page

Sewing Kit: pins, quick un-pick, scissors. The sewing kit needs to be stored in a
suitable, labelled container. (not included in Stationery Pack)

-7-

A4 Macquarie Binder Dictionary (essential)




MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL

STATIONERY PACKS

2x Blue pens

2x Red Pens

2x HB Pencils

1x 4H Pencil

2x 2B Pencils

1x 4B Pencil

2x 2H Pencil

1x Highlighter Pen
Coloured Pencils
Eraser

Plastic Ruler
Scissors

Pencil Sharpener
Glue Stick

CONTENTS

1x 4 ring, A4 Binder

2 packs of A4 Plastic Sleeves

8x 128 page A4 Binder Books

2 X 64 page A4 Binder Books

2x A4 Graph Pad 25 page, 1mm
1x Grid Book

1x A4 Visual Art Journal 120 page
1 Artline Pen 0.4

1x Macquarie File Dictionary

1x Music Exercise Book 96 page
1x Apron

1x Hair Net

1x Protractor

(approx) Price = $72.00 + Calculator $27.00

(Sharp EL 531 - available at School)

Stationery available from:

Uniform Shop — Student Services Building



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
KEY STAFF MEMBERS

Greg Peach Cheryl McMahon
Executive Principal Head of Senior School

Nicole Haxton Donna Lancaster
Head of Middle School Deputy Principal



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
HEADS OF DEPARTMENT

Wendy McDermott
English

Jaimie McGuire
Sport and HPE

Kirsty Levy
International Studies

Kate Benfied
Senior School

Naydeen Soward
Mathematics

Karen Stevens
Creative Industries

Richard Fisher
Special Education Services

Craig Hegarty
Teaching & Learning
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Andrew Stone
Science

Andy Walpole
Technology

Bree Brockenshire
Careers

Tricia Valentine
IB Co-Ordinator

Andrea Evans
Social Science

Helen Young
Business

Allison Wright
Middle School



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
SUBJECTS — CORE AND ELECTIVE

Students study the following five (5) Core Subjects Year 8

English . Study of Society and Environment (SOSE)
Mathematics . Health and Physical Education (HPE)
Science

Students study four (4) of the following Elective Gbjects in Year 8

Japanese . Performing Arts
Spanish : Production Design Technology (PDT)
Visual Art : Home Economics

Note: 1. Atleast one (1) second language (Japanese or Spanish) is compulsory in Year 8.
2. Zenith students must study both Japanese and Spanish.
3. Focus Group students do not study Japanese or Spanish. They study a compulsory IT subject.

Table 1: Core Subjects studied by students for thentire year (2 Semesters)

Core Subject Number of lessons per week
English 3
Mathematics 3
Science 3
Study of Society and Environment (SOSE) 3
Health and Physical Education (HPE) 2

Table 2: Elective Subjects studied by students fayne (1) Semester of Year 8

Curriculum Area Subject Number of lessons per week
Languages other than| Japanese 2
English (LOTE ) Spanish 2
Creative Industries Visual Art 2
Performing Arts (dance, 2
drama, music)
Design Technology PDT 2
Lifestyle Industries Home Economics 2

Table 3: Creative Industries Academy (CIA) is a prgram studied by students for the entire
ear (2 Semesters). Students must apply and belexted for this program.

Curriculum Area Excellence Program Number of lesgoer week|
Creative Industries Dance 2
Academy (CIA) Drama 2
Music 2
Visual Art 2
Note:

1. If students are accepted into Creative Industry Visual Art, they cannot study the Elective Subject of Visual
Art (see Table 2).

2. Similarly, if students are accepted into Creative Industry Dance, Creative Industry Drama or Creative
Industry Music, they cannot study the Elective Subject of Performing Arts. See Table 2.

3. Academy students will only study 2 elective subjects (not 4) from Table 2. This is because the CIA is
equivalent to 2 elective subjects.

-11-



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
CORE SUBJECTS

ENGLISH

What Students Learn

For Mountain Creek State High School's English Depant, the goal for the Middle School is
achieved through the following:-
Offering a core language and literature progranY@ars 8 — 9, characterised by continuity,
comparability, accountability, and the inclusionatifstudents.
Supplementing the core program at both ends bynsixte activities involving debating, public
speaking, guided reading, and a range of challgngmsessment tasks, as well as daily attention
to language mechanics (spelling, vocabulary, pwaticin and grammar).
Sharing the school’'s commitment to developing sttgleskills and knowledge in:- literacy, the
use of information technology, active and infornugtizenship, cultural understanding, and the
common curriculum elements

Students will study the following units in Year 8nventions, Crime & Mystery, Making the news
and Survival.

How Students are Assessed

As part of a literacy initiative, each student iea¥ 8 and 9 will participate in a grammar and
punctuation program. Students will be given a pbopied workbook of grammar activities each
semester. The grammar activities are to be coegplas part of a homework program and assessed
in 4 small exams throughout the year.

Assessment in English is continuous, with 4 tagksignments and exams) to be completed in Year
8. These tasks include the design of an Infomenetdting a Letter to the Editor, Creating a Short
Story and writing an Analytical Essay. It is a reqment that students will complete both oral and
written assessment items.

-12 -



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
CORE SUBJECTS

MATHEMATICS

Why do we need to study Mathematics at school?

1. TO TEACH LOGICAL THINKING SKILLS
Mathematics is the vehicle through which schoo}stdr develop the analytical part of your bra
By pushing your brain to understand new conceptiiwviMathematical topics, you are training
your mind to look at and analyse a problem, tokhinocedurally and to systematically find a
solution.

2. TO INCREASE YOUR BRAIN'S CAPACITY TO LEARN
If you want to be able to effectively learn thirigslater life that interest you, you need to exszci
your brain and develop it during these crucial fative years. Studying Mathematics will help do
this for you.

3. TO HELP YOU UNDERSTAND AND FUNCTION IN THE WORLD IN WHICH YOU LIVE
Mathematics is one of the tools we use to desaiizedevelop our world. Everyone needs a solid
core of Mathematics in order to function efficignith the world we live in. You just can’t avoid
numbers.

Even though you may not know the Mathematics behirel computers you use, the medical
equipment that helps you, or the mobile phonesogen, you can appreciate that it is there, silently
working behind the scenes to make your life eaaiermore fulfilling.

What Students Learn

Mathematics includes many different concepts wtaater for different student interests. These
concepts are organised so that different studeiitied can be catered for. All students will be
encouraged to develop confidence and competentetgse concepts, so that they reach their full
potential in mathematics.

The topics covered are from five key strands of hdatatics: Number, Patterns and Algebra,
Measurement, Chance and Data and Space.

How Students Learn

A variety of methods is used to teach Mathematigfiese include traditional whiteboard work,
textbook work, activities with students manipulgtimaterials, discussions, demonstrations,
investigations, small group work and problem sajvin

The emphasis is at all times on the involvemerdtoflents in the work, in mathematical tasks and
discussions of mathematics. A wide variety of male are used including computers, calculators,
textbooks, solid models, and problem solving kits.

How Students are Assessed
Students are assessed in a number of ways aslmoathiematics skills can be tested in the same
way. The assessment techniques include tradititesds, assignments/projects, model building,
practical tests and oral tests.

-13-



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
CORE SUBJECTS

SCIENCE

What Students Learn

The study of Science isecessary for a complete understanding and anss@i¢he modern worlc
Science provides a rational, logical explanationrfatural phenomena. It is envisaged students of
science are prepared for making informed decisiosrapidly advancing technological world.

Students begin with an initial unit designed to ifarise themselves with skills necessary to work
safely and efficiently in a laboratory setting @odconduct scientific research. Students then work
through units designed to develop their knowledfythe fundamentals of the three basic areas of
scientific study, i.e. Biology, Chemistry and Plogsi Students will be exposed to a variety of
experimental experiences designed to complemesntsot theory.

How Students are Assessed

Students are assessed in Science in three wayseTilclude written tests, scientific reports and a
oral. Students are also assessed for practidE gkioughout the year.

Science has an allocation of more than 2 hoursekwed good study habits are essential to keep
abreast of concepts taught.

SOCIAL SCIENCE

What Students Learn
A year of study in the Social Sciences involvesrens of History and 2 terms of Geography.

Semester 1 History studies focus on Ancient sasqtarticularly the Egyptians. Students also learn
basic research and assignment writing skills. Qusemester 2, studies centre on the medieval
times where these skills are further developedrafully an interest in History is developedslt i

in Year 9 that Australian history features.

Semester 1 Geography studies are basically introgwstudents to the subject as to how humans
impact on the natural world, and especially in digpieg mapping skills, as well as graphing, field
sketching as students learn about the local re@emester 2 involves developing these geography
skills with a focus on Australia and the world

How Students are Assessed

Each term students will be expected to be testetivohways. A formal test or exam will test
students understanding of the work, while a secemtdten” assignment (History) or practical task
(Geography) will be required to be completed. Stislevill also be expected to keep a notebook
with tasks and class notes completed in it. Itapdd parents can view this to monitor their child’s
progress.

-14 -



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
CORE SUBJECTS

CORE HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

What Students Learn

In HPE students complete both theory and pracéicavities in the health and sporting field. They
study a number of different topics related to heahd physical activity that aim at improving their
knowledge of how to stay fit and healthy throughteir life.

Term 1 -“It's All About Me” - students focus on themselves as an individuagyTook at the
individual and social factors that have influendbdir self-identity. This unit looks at the body
image ideals and gender specific behaviours thag¢ hadirect impact on an individual’'s self-esteem
and self-concept. In practical lessons they amlag line and social dances.

Term 2 -“Super Coacli - students focus on the concept of coaching. d&tts will undertake a
‘peer coaching’ program to consolidate their untéerding of the technical requirements of learning
a new skill. The practical unit completed is a umiathletics.

Term 3 -“Howzat” - students complete a unit on ‘invasion’ gamesis Tunit focuses on ‘team
strategy’. Students will gain an understandingtlte# basic attacking and defending strategies
required for invasion games. In small groups thdents will devise a basic team strategy that they
will teach to their peers and then implement iraeng situation.

Term 4 -“Rescue Me”- students complete an aquatics unit focusingifesaving and swimming
skills. In theory they will look at how televisioadvertising is an effective medium to educate
children about the risks associated with smokindyanohol.

How Students are Assessed

In practical sessions students are assessed tlooujie whole unit based on a set criteria invavin
level of participation as well as execution of kihnd application in game situations. In some
activities such as athletics there are standarcls asi distances, that students are compared to.

In theory students are assessed in a number of ways

Term 1: Personal Folio

Term 2: Written Report

Term 3: Exam — Written Evaluation
Term 4: Design and Advertising Campaign

-15-



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
ELECTIVE SUBJECTS

LOTE (Languages Other Than English)

Overview

In Year 8 students have the opportunity to expesedapanese and/or Spanish. Each unit is a
semester in duration. The students study a mixtdréanguage and culture and their lessons

incorporate reading, writing, listening and spegkskills. Student who continue their language

studies into senior grades have the opportunityateel overseas on a study tour to further enhance
their language development.

Note: 1. Atleast one (1) second language (Japanese or Spanish) is compulsory in Year 8.
2. Zenith students must study both Japanese and Spanish.
3. Focus Group students do not study Japanese or Spanish. They study a compulsory IT subject.

JAPANESE (duration 1 semester)

What Students Learn

In Japanese, students learn to recognise hiragaathey write a self introduction. Students also
learn about a range of topics relating to themseluad their everyday lives including the weather,
days of the week and shopping.

How Students are Assessed
Students are assessed on their listening skibslimg skills and writing skills. These elements ar
assessed through small projects, role-plays arttewréxaminations.

SPANISH (duration 1 semester)

What Students Learn

The first unit studied by Year 8 Spanish classeéRasaporte a mi Vida (passport to my life) where
students learn about family members and themseMésle studying these themes students learn a
range of vocabulary and different greeting stylesSpanish as well as the Spanish alphabet,
numbers and sentence structure. Their second suidsed around the weather. Students work in
pairs to role-play an interview with a weather axpe

How Students are Assessed

Students are assessed on their listening skibslimg skills and writing skills. These elements ar
assessed through small projects, role-plays arttewréxaminations.

-16 -



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
ELECTIVE SUBJECTS

VISUAL ART (duration 1 semester)

What Students Learn
This course offers students an insight into visaralas a subject and provides the foundations for
further study.

Students cover concepts such as 3D Media, drawaigting, print-making, and computer imagery
and design. . They also learn about basic colbaory, the elements of design and specific
terminology associated with art. They also under@ppreciation of artworks including indigenous
art. Students keep a visual diary through outdabwrse in order to show skill development and
personal responses to artworks.

How Students are Assessed
Student complete two practical art-making tasksctvhassess their ability to apply the concepts
taught. They also complete a written appreciatasik.

PERFORMING ARTS — DRAMA/DANCE/MUSIC (duration 1 semester)

What Students Learn
The course offers students a taste of what Dranaac® and Music involves and provides the
foundations for further study.

In Year 8 students learn through formal theory isessand group activities. Concepts covered
include:

Team work - Basic rhythm values

The elements of drama - Rhythmic dictation

Role play - Basic notation

Acting technique - Composition

Script analysis and presentation - Musical dynamics
Improvisation skills - Instruments of the orchestra

Students have the opportunity to perform in frofttleeir peers and to develop their personal
confidence. Students also respond to their learexpgriences through self-reflective writing.

How Students are Assessed

Students are assessed on a group performancestdciesl script. They are marked individually on
their manipulation of the elements of drama, theting technique and their group work skills. This
performance occurs in front of their peers.

Students complete and perform a rhythmic compasitio pairs. There is opportunity for an

extension composition task for students who alrgaldy an instrument. Students also complete an
aural music test.
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MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
ELECTIVE SUBJECTS

PRODUCTION DESIGN TECHNOLOGY (PDT) (duration 1 semester)

What Students Learn

Production Design Technology (PDT) is the entryelesubject for Design Technology courses that
commence in Year 9. The course uses strategi@guvelop creativity and innovation through
design while introducing students to:

Workplace health and safety practices
Freehand sketching

Rendering

3D solid modelling

Production drawings

Manufacturing processes

Engineering principles

PDT is taught in multiple learning environmentsluaing computer graphics lalad workshops
This subject caters for the full range of learnsiiges through its embedded disciplines.

Personal and workplace safety is strongly emphagiseticularly when making and students are
required to wear personal protective equipment |R®ten operating in this environment.

Term 1 provides students with sufficient introdugtknowledge and skills to enable them to make
directed products. Activities include:

Land yacht
Pencil case

Term 2 allows for greater flexibility in responsethe design tasks and a greater need for student
documentation to communicate choices and theinded outcome. Activities include:

Biomouse
Basic Electronics

While undertaking this course students should gaificient understanding of the nature of higher
level courses on offer and the career and lifegigiaways that they scaffold. Enabling appropriate
choices to be made when selecting a design tecgyolourse for Year 9 and beyond.

How Students are Assessed

Students are required to document their learningutih design folios and classwork books which
together with their products make up the assessfoetite subject.
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MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
ELECTIVE SUBJECTS

HOME ECONOMICS (duration 1 semester)

What Students Learn

Home Economics is the entry level subject for Hdee®nomics and Lifestyle Industries courses
that commence in Year 9. The course uses stratégidevelop creativity and innovation through
design while introducing students to:

workplace health and safety practices
food preparation

food service

nutrition

textiles

garment construction techniques and
folio documentation

Home Economics is also taught in multiple learnamyironments, including kitchens and textile
rooms.

Personal and workplace safety is strongly emphagiseticularly when making and students are
required to wear personal protective equipment |R®ten operating in this environment.

Term 1 provides students with sufficient introdugtknowledge and skills to enable them to make
directed products. Activities include:
Introductory Cookery (students supply own ingretign

Term 2 allows for greater flexibility in responsethe design tasks and a greater need for student
documentation to communicate choices and theinded outcome. Activities include:

Specific occasion cookery (students supply ownadgnts)

Sports bag or satchel

While undertaking this course students should gaificient understanding of the nature of higher
level courses on offer and the career and lifegigiaways that they scaffold. Enabling appropriate
choices to be made when selecting a Lifestyle Ilmhsscourse for Year 9 and beyond.

How Students are Assessed

Students are required to document their learninguthh design folios and classwork books which
together with their products make up the assessfoetite subject.
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES ACADEMY W

(Music, Art, Dance, Drama)

USER PAYS: $75.00(to cover access to specialist consumable resquacesss to professional
artists and performances through workshops andrsixcis)

The Creative Industries Academy (CIA) offers anidred academic curriculum programme for
talented and creative Year 8 and 9 students. eBtadhave the opportunity to specialise in thesnar
of interest (in Music, Art, Dance or Drama) ovee thihole year.

The aim of the CIA programme is to extend studentderms of their skills and academic
knowledge in a particular artistic field. This @rto ensure that students have an understanding of
the employment market place and have the edge ddedesuccess. There is greater emphasis on
working with professional artists and viewing pidmnal performances and artworks so that
students can gain valuable experience and insigbtthe industry. Students will also undertake
practical, industry-based tasks, which will deefiesir understanding of the theoretical and prattica
components of their class work. In Year 8 all stud are expected to undertake studies in more
than one creative industries field; however, thgonitg of their learning will take place in their
chosen area of specialty.

Entry is via interview, audition or submission of portfolio. The Academy is designed to cater for
academically capable students who demonstrate\edhir and problem-solving skills.

VISUAL ART

What Students Learn

In Visual Art, students learn about applying angrapiating the elements of design within a variety
of mediums including:

0 computer based art & design 0 print making
o  sculpture o] painting and drawing

How Students are Assessed

Students are assessed each term. They are regerpda journal in which they reflect upon the
skills learnt in class. Students also have a ptdjeey are required to work on each term including
making artistic works, appreciation of artistic w®ror providing workshops to younger students.
Students also have the opportunity to exhibit amtikvthroughout the year.

MUSIC

What Students Learn

In Music, students are extended through partiaypaith the instrumental music programme, as well
as through enriched classroom experiences. Studee access ta specialist music teache
Concepts covered include:

instruments of the orchestra
basic singing technique
performance skills and technique
ensemble work

aural discrimination skills
composition techniques
rhythmic and melodic theory
analysis of repertoire

O O OO
o O OO
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES ACADEMY contd ey

How Students are Assessed

Students are assessed each term. They are regerpda journal in which they reflect upon the
skills learnt in class. Students also have a ptdjeey are required to work on each term including
composition, performance and appreciation tasksdesits also undertake aural exams and are
required to run a workshop with younger students.

DANCE

What Students Learn

In Dance, students are extended through their wavoént in a specialist enriched dance curricul
Concepts covered include:

0 dance technique 0 dance appreciation
0 performance skills o0  choreography

How Students are Assessed

Students are assessed each term. They are regerpda journal in which they reflect upon the

skills learnt in class. Students also have a ptdjeey are required to work on each term including
performances, written appreciations, choreograpbks, and workshop design and implementation
for younger students.

DRAMA

What Students Learn

In Drama, students are extended through a moreougoacademic curriculum. Performance also
forms an important part of this course. Conceptered include:

o the elements of drama o] improvisation skills.
0 role play 0  script writing skills
0 acting technique o] performance appreciation

0 script analysis and presentation

How Students are Assessed

Students are assessed each term. They are regerpda journal in which they reflect upon the
skills learnt in class. Students also have a ptdjeey are required to work on each term including
script writing, ritual performance, and a performanvorkshop design and implementation for
younger students.

Acceptance into the Creative Industries Academy:

To register for the Academy, please complete ampréssion of Interest’ form available on the
school’s web siteWyww.mtncreekshs.eg.edu)au

Expressions of interest are due to the school tdagB" June 2009.

Students will also complete an audition on Thurs@a{} or Friday 28 June 2009 to gain
acceptance into the Academy.

Please contact Ms Tarla Varney (Academy Programddar) on 5457 8374 or Ms Karen
Stevens (Head of Department Creative Industries)5457 8337 to discuss the Creative
Industries Program in more detail.

Alternatively, you may contact the school on 54338to have a brochure sent to you.
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MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
THE ZENITH PROGRAM

In 2007 Mountain Creek State High School introdueedew and innovative program called the
Zenith Program designed for academically-gifteddsiis in Years 8 and 9. The program allows
bright, highly motivated students to be groupecetbgr so they can be challenged and encouraged
by their peers to work hard and continue to suc@edlkir studies.

The program is characterised by accelerated legraimd the encouragement of students to study
subjects in greater depth. Students in Zenithselawill develop rigorous study skills and a real
capacity to perform academically. They will be ahwed in community service projects and
enriching extracurricular activities. Such actest will include participating in an array of
competitions across a number of faculty areas dk agea greater emphasis placed on reading
novels.

The program has been developed to ensure studémtsaghieve academically at primary school
remain engaged in their studies during Years 8@an&esearch indicates that many high achieving
students lose interest in their education betwbeenages of 12 and 15. This program will ensure
that these students remain engaged, challengecdighty motivated during this period of their
schooling.

Zenith students will be continually encouraged himk about their career aspirations and ensure
their academic results remain strong. As suclhy, ti#é have opportunities to hear about different
career opportunities through guest speakers, wsityevisits and a selection of career orientated
computer programs.

When these students reach Years 10, 11 and 12 witielye well prepared to work at the higher
level and at the faster pace that is expectedunfesits in their senior studies. They will be well
prepared to manage not only the quantity of wodt tteeds to be covered but also to meet the more
rigorous intellectual demands expected of them.

Zenith Program graduates will have the option abking in either the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Program or the Queensland Studies AuthoBgnior Certificate Program, in order to

complete their secondary education and to gaimatgrentrance. These opportunities, combined
with the unique international experience providgdhe school, allows enormous opportunities for
our students.

Note: Year 8 Zenith students must study Japanese awish as two (2) of their elective subjects (sagePL1).

Acceptance into the Zenith Program:

- Students in the Young Scholars Program will gaitomuatic entry into the Zenith Program.
All other students will need to register an ‘Exmies of Interest’ for the Zenith Program.
Please complete an ‘Expression of Interest’ foralable on the school’'s web site
(www.mtncreek.eq.edu.uExpressions of Interest are due by Friday Adly 2009.
Alternatively, you may contact the school on 54338to have a brochure sent to you.
Acceptance into the Program will also depend onrélsalts students receive upon completing a
General Achievement Test. This test (a combinatifomultiple choice questions, short response
items and a writing test) is designed to assessg#meral ability of students and will be
completed by all Year 7 students during our origomaday in Term 3.
Successful and unsuccessful students will be edtifi writing early Term 4, 2009.

Please contact Mrs Nicole Haxton (Head of Middlad&d) on 5457 8333 to discuss the Zenith

Program.
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MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
THE FOCUS GROUP PROGRAM

Our Focus Group Program has been structured to foatstudents who have needed extra support
throughout primary school and/or are strugglingdbieve good results in Year 7. Hence, the aim of
our Focus Group Program is to give students eveaneoe of achieving success when they leave
primary school and enter high school.

Placement of a student into a focus group hasitieation of enhancing their numeracy and literacy
skills, continuing to develop their social skillend beginning the journey towards a successful
career for when the time comes to leave schoolh @ilesses are comprised of approximately 15
students compared to other classes that have 2 students.

Focus Group students will study all subjects in ry@aexcept a second language (Spanish and
Japanese). Hence, throughout the year they willystine core subjects of Maths, English, Science,
SOSE and HPE. However, the level of the core stdbj@ddaths, English, Science, SOSE and HPE)
will be aimed at the ability of the student. FodBsoup students will also study a selection of

elective subjects: Visual Art, Performing Arts, Buction Technology and Home Economics. By

not studying a language, Focus Group studentshaite the benefit of time on computers to learn

new IT skills and to utilise already learnt IT $kito help complete such tasks as assignments.

The school encourages students succeeding in tbesFeroup Program to move into a Middle
Band class throughout Years 8 or 9. This movemeihtoccur after consultation with teachers,
parents and the student.

Focus Group will attend a number of Adventure Didiysughout Years 8 and 9. This is a vital part
of the course, improving self-esteem, team workdézship and socialisation skills. Venues for
Adventure Days have included Ewen Maddock RecreaticCentre; Bli Bli Ski'n’'Surf &
Barramundi Fishing and QCCC - Mapleton.

Ms Allison Wright (Head of Department — Middle Sciowill liaise with our local Primary
Schools in Term 3 to receive productive feedbackoawhich students would benefit from being
placed into the Focus Group Program. We will alsiisa the data gained from a General
Achievement Test. This multiple choice test is geed to assess the general ability of students and
will be completed by all Year 7 students during otientation day in Term 3.

Please contact Allison Wright on 5457 8377 to discthe suitability of your child being in the
Focus Group Program.
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MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND PHY SICAL
EDUCATION

Students participating in physical activity and piegl education, particularly contact sports,
carry inherent risks of injury. Parents are advideat the Department of Education and Training
(DET) does not have Personal Accident Insurancerctor students. DET has public liability
cover for all approved school activities and pregdompensation for students injured at school
only when the Department is negligent. If thisxad the case, then all costs associated with the
injury are the responsibility of the parent or caver.

It is a personal decision for parents as to the tgpd level of private insurance they arrange to
cover students for any accidental injury that meguo.

EXTRA AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

(The examples below are designed to give you aflawef the extra activities your child can
participate in throughout the year)

Sport

o0 Netball
Basketball
Volleyball
Water Polo
Soccer
AFL
Rugby Union
Cross Country
Athletics
Rugby League

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0oOOo

Creative Industries
o Dance Company
String Ensemble
Stage Band
Wind Symphony
Concert Band
Art Competitions and Exhibitions
Musicals
o Drama Troupe

O O O0OO0OO0OOo

Public Speaking and Debating

Academic Competitions

o Australasian English competition
Australasian Mathematics competition
Australasian Science competition
Reader’s Cup
Rio Tinto Big Science competition
Australasian Geography competition

O O O0OO0oOo
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MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
EXTRA AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES cont'd

Extra an Co-Curricular Activities cont’d

Creativity, Action and Service (CAS)
Students are encouraged to be responsible and ssiapate citizens throughout their time
at Mountain Creek State High School. They contibmeempathise and support local,
national and international charities, including:

Sunshine Coast Animal Refuge
4 Paws Animal Society

Mobile Phone Recycling
Adopt-an-Orangutan (Borneo)
Orphanage in Vietnam

Smith Family Christmas Appeal
Steve Irwin Day

Bandana Day (CanTeen)
Community | Care

O O0OO0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0OOo

Interschool Sport and Enrichment(wednesday afternoon)

Every Wednesday afternoon, Year 8 and 9 studeetsnaplved in an interschool sporting team,
recreational sporting activity or enrichment adsivi

Interschool sports include:

0 Baseball o] Tennis

0 Cricket o] Softball

0 Volleyball o] Basketball

o Touch o] Rugby League
o] AFL 0] Netball

As there are only approximately 200 places forrsdieool sports, alternate activities are organised
for the remaining students. An exciting array ¢éadate activities include such things as:

0 Latin Dancing o  Science and Myth Busting

o] Scrap Booking o Water Polo

0 Beads ‘n’ All o] Computers Galore

o] Synchronised Swimming o] Mind Training

0 Improving our World o] Film Critics 101

0 Hip Hop Dance o] Badminton

0 Formula 1 Program o Advanced Drawing

0 Creeker Book Club o] Gym Work

o Jump Rope for Heart o] Bicycle maintenance and riding
o] Kick Boxing
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MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
ASSESSMENT AND CAREER OPTIONS

General Achievement Test (GAT)

The GAT is undertaken by all Year 7 students wheoeartering Year 8 at MCSHS. The 60 minute
test consists of 3 parts — English (20 multiple ichoguestions); Maths (10 multiple choice
questions and 10 short response items) and Scigteracy (9 multiple choice questions and 1
writing task).

MCSHS will use this data to ensure students arelledrin appropriate classes in Year 8 (Zenith,
Middle Band, Focus Groups) as well as measurintp saecdents growth over Years 8 to 10. This
data will also be utilised in Year 10 to assisdstuis in selecting appropriate subjects for Yedars 1
and 12.

All parents will receive a formal report on theild’s achievement.

Educational Assessment Australia, based at Theddsity of New South Wales, created this testing
Program. Please visit their web site for more imfation (vww.eaa.unsw.edu.au

Assessment Planners

The school's Assessment Policy provides clear dmee to staff and students, ensuring all
assessment are successfully administered. Semekmganers detailing assessment tasks and
timelines are distributed to all students at thgitm@ng of each semester.

Reporting to Parents

Students will receive 4 report cards a year. Aseess is finalised at the end of every term and

report cards are issued in the initial weeks offthe®wing term. These report cards grade students
(A — E) for their achievement, industry and behaviavhile homework is graded as satisfactory,

inconsistent or unsatisfactory.

Study Requirements
Students are expected to complete approximatetpihbtes of homework, per subject, per night.

This equates to, on average, 1 hour of homeworkyevght in order to achieve satisfactory results
throughout Year 8.

Education and Career Planning Program
Each student in the school participates in an Bitutand Career Planning (ECP) Program. Once a
semester, a student and his/her parents or carsgiveet with a sub-school teacher to discuss the
student’s progress. The ECP database producan@eate profile of the student, which is the focal
point of the individualised interview. The stud@mnbfile includes:
- Subjects studied from the commencement at Moui@egek State High School

Results in each of the subjects studied each term

Career aspirations

Attendance and behaviour records

Co and extra curricular involvement

Summary of the outcomes of previous interviews.

-26 -



MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
YEAR 8 SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2010

Mountain Creek SHS P&C Association is offering thaarships to students attending Mountain
Creek SHS as Year 8 students in 2010. The fundinigenl0 scholarships is to reward outstanding
young students who have succeeded academicallgoait role models to their peers, and also are
strong in one or more areas of sport, art, dancana, music, public speaking, debating and
information technology.

Students applying for the scholarship must:

1. Complete an application form
available from Mountain Creek SHS’s web site (wwinoneekshs.eq.edu.au)
or ask for an application form to be posted hontw(e 54578333)

2. Return the completed application form to:

The Principal
P.O. Box 827
Mooloolaba Q 4557.

3. Closing Date: Friday 31July, 2009 (Term 3).

4. Winners of the scholarships will be announced imT® Recipients of the scholarships will be
notified in writing as will unsuccessful applicantdr Greg Peach (Principal), in conjunction
with the P&C Association, will present the winnexsth their scholarships during a family
welcome afternoon in Term 4. Recipients of the kaisbips will be advertised in MCSHS
publications as well as the local community.

5. Successful applicants of the scholarship will beuned to sign an acceptance form
acknowledging the conditions of the offer.

6. Winners of the scholarship will not incur any coa$sociated with completing Year 8 in 2010 at
MCSHS and include the following 3 areas:

i) The parent contribution to the Resource Manager@eneme ($300)

ii) The school uniform (approx $280)
iii) Stationery Pack (approx $100)
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MOUNTAIN CREEK STATE HIGH SCHOOL

TIME LINES FOR EXCELLENCE PROGRAMS, SCHOLARSHIPS,
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT TESTING AND ORIENTATION ACTIVITI ES

1. Creative Industries Academy in (Music, Visual Abtama or Dance)
Expression of interest due Friday} Sune, 2009
Auditions — Thursday 25or Friday 26' June, 2009
Notification of acceptance — Term 3, 2009

2. Zenith Program
Parent Information Evening — 6.00pm on Monda&? Vay, 2009
‘Expression of Interest’ - Friday 3Duly, 2009
General Ability Test — Thursday“3September, 2009 (at MCSHS)
Notification of acceptance — Term 4, 2009

3. Year 8 ‘All Rounder’ Scholarships
Applications due Friday 31July, 2009
Notification of success — September 2009

4. Year 8 General Enrolments for 2010
Application packages due ThursddyRpril, 2009 (end of Term 1)

5. Year 7 into 8 Orientation Day

The school will host an orientation day for thosedents who have enrolled at MCSHS
for 2010

The orientation day will be on Thursda$§ September from 10.30am — 4.00pm.

A General Achievement Test will be completed bysalidents on this day to assist in
placing students into correct classes for 2010d&ttresults will be given to all parents
in the form of a report.

6. Welcome to High School Evening 2010
An introduction to MCSHS for parents and Year &letts will be held in Week 2, 2010.

Note: All Expression of Interest proformas are &alde on-line atvww.mtncreekshs.eq.edu.au
telephone Mountain Creek SHS on 5457 8333 for torrmation package or brochure.
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